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Deuteronomy 4:9 

Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let 

them slip form your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them.  

 

C
o

m
m

it
te

d
 t

o
 m

a
k
in

g
 a

 d
if
fe

re
n

c
e

 



 2 

 

 
 

THE PRESCHOOL MINISTRY 

 

The Preschool Ministry Team   _________  4 
Purpose Statement      ____ 5 
Registration/Tuition      ____ 6 
Drop off/Pick-up Procedures    ____ 7 
Curriculum__________________________________ 8 
Daily Schedule _______________   ____ 9 
Classroom Ratios  ________________   9 
Playgrounds  __________   ___        __ 10 
Toys from Home  ______   _  __       10 
Beach Trolleys ______________________________10 
Birthdays__     __ _______________________10 
Food in the Preschool  _______   ___11-12 
Clean and Safe Environment______   ______13 
Potty Training_________________        __  13 
Fire Drill Emergency Evacuation Procedure__     __   13 
Illness & Injury Policies            __ 14 
Accident/Incident Report           __ 14 
Biting___________            __ 15 
Discipline________            __ 16 
Frequently Asked Questions          __ 17 
The Learning Cove School Calendar_____________19   

#_Toc194731954#_Toc194731954
#_Toc194731955#_Toc194731955
#_Toc194731956#_Toc194731956
#_Toc194731957#_Toc194731957
#_Toc194731958#_Toc194731958
#_Toc194731959#_Toc194731959
#_Toc194731959#_Toc194731959
#_Toc194731984#_Toc194731984
#_Toc194731984#_Toc194731984
#_Toc194731984#_Toc194731984
#_Toc194731974#_Toc194731974
#_Toc194731972#_Toc194731972
#_Toc194731972#_Toc194731972
#_Toc194731975#_Toc194731975
#_Toc194731974#_Toc194731974
#_Toc194731977#_Toc194731977
#_Toc194731977#_Toc194731977
#_Toc194731977#_Toc194731977
#_Toc194731977#_Toc194731977
#_Toc194731977#_Toc194731977
#_Toc194731977#_Toc194731977


 

 3 

W 
elcome to The Learning Cove at Discovery Island Preschool 
Ministry  where we have a love and passion for God and His 

children. As inspired by the following story, familiar to most, we 

are committed to making a difference in the lives of children one 

life at a time. We see each one so unique and special as created in Godõs own 

image. We are thankful for the opportunity to partner with you in introducing 

your child to a world of possibilities and the love of Jesus Christ.  

 

òA friend of ours was walking down a deserted Mexican beach at sunset. As he 

walked along, he began to see another man in the distance. As he drew nearer, 

he noticed that the local man kept leaning down, picking something up and 

throwing it out into the water. Time and again he kept hurling things out into 

the ocean. 

As our friend approached, he noticed that the man was picking up starfish that 

had been washed up on the beach and, one at a time, he was throwing them 

back into the water.  

Our friend was puzzled. He approached the man and said: "Good evening, 

friend. I was wondering what you are doing."  

"Iõm throwing these starfish back into the ocean. You see, itõs low tide right 

now and all of these starfish have been washed up onto the shore. If I donõt 

throw them back into the sea, theyõll die up here from lack of oxygen." 

I understand," my friend replied, "but there must be thousands of starfish on 

this beach. You canõt possibly get to all of them. There are simply too many. 

And donõt you realize this is probably happening on hundreds of beaches all up 

and down this coast? Canõt you see that you canõt possibly make a difference?" 

The local man smiled, bent down and picked up yet another starfish, and as he 

threw it back into the sea, he replied: "Made a difference to that  one!" 

ñJack Canfield and Mark V Hansen  
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The Learning Cove Team  
 

 
Tiffany Sanders, Preschool Ministry Director 
 936-4880 x1183 

tiffany.sanders@mcgregor.net 
 

Sherry Stubing, Learning Cove Director/Childcare Coordinator PSM 
936-4880 x1214 
sherry.stubing@mcgregor.net 

 
Joann Santana, Assistant Childcare Coordinator 

790-0306 
joann.santana@mcgregor.net 
 

Candi Girtman, Administrative Assistant 
689-2603 
candi.girtman@mcgregor.net 

 
Beth Facella, Account Manager for The Learning Cove at Discovery Island  
 936-4880 x 1399 

beth.facella@mcgregor.net 

THE PRESCHOOL MINISTRY TEAM 
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McGregor Baptist Churchõs Purpose Statement 
To do whatever it take to develop full devoted followers of Christ 

 
Membership Core Values 

We believe that a òmemberó is a person who has begun a personal relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ, followed by Biblical baptism.  That relationship will be outwardly 

expressed in the life of the church after they have joined through the following: 
 

1. A Strong Local Church Attendance Pattern  

2. Effective Witnessing/Missions  

3. Tithing and Spirit-Led Giving  

4. Gifted Servanthood to the Body of Christ  

5. Well-Developed Personal Devotional Life  

6. Evident Fruit of the Spirit in Personal Life  

7. Balanced Family Life  

8. A Commitment to Worship, in Spirit and in Truth  
 

Preschool Ministryõs Purpose Statement 

Doing whatever it takes to provide a fun, safe, and loving environment where Preschoolers 

discover God 
 

Objectives of the Preschool Ministry 
1. Help Preschoolers discover God by sharing the Gospel in ways Preschoolers can 
understand 
2. Express Godõs love to every child and their family at every opportunity 
3. Strive to provide a safe environment for the children while maintaining a fun 
environment 

Visit Us  
Sundays @ 8:00, 9:30 or 11:00 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 for òDig Inó 

Special Events including, Christmas Eve, Easter, Vacation Bible School and much more! 

 
The Learning Cove Purpose Statement  

To partner with parents in establishing a spiritual, social and academic foundation for 
future decisions for Christ. Our goal is to model Godõs love through our actions and words, 

and to uplift our children in a godly, loving, safe environment.  
 

The Learning Cove is a licensed VPK provider through Department of Children and 
Families, License Number C20LE0046 

 
 
 
 

The Learning Cove three day preschool program ages one through three and the 
Motherõs Morning Out program is approved through ACSI. 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
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P arents are expected to pay registration fee upon completion of registration 
forms. Registration fee is non-refundable, and required documentation will secure a 

place in our program for your child.   
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
                               
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAYMENT 
 

Payments will be deducted from your checking or savings account the first day of each 
month. If payment has not been received by the second week, your child may be 
dropped from the roll, only to be re-admitted if an opening exists. Payments are monthly, 
regardless of the number of days your child attends.  If your payment is more than 5 
days overdue, parents are charged a $15.00 late fee. If the late fee is not paid before 
the next month, your child may not be allowed to return. 
 

 
 
 
Tuition is calculated for the entire school year, with holidays and school closures included 
in the yearly rate. As we do not charge extra for months with five weeks, we do not 
discount for months that include holidays or school closings.  

 
ADDITIONAL FEES/PENALTIES 

 
If a child is absent more than one week without arrangement/notification with 
director, he/she will be required to re-enroll and may be required to repay 
registration fees.  If you decide to leave the program, a 2 week written notice is 
required.  
A late pick up fee will be charged. Our program closes promptly at 1:00PM. Late 
charges are $1.00 per minute, beginning at 1:06 PM according to preschool lobby 
clocks. 

REGISTRATION /PAYMENT 

ENROLLMENT FEES 

Registration and resource fee         $100.00 

Reenrollment Fees $50.00 

Motherõs Morning Out 1 day $100.00 

The Learning Cove / 3 days $300.00 

Extended Care $10.00 per day 

VPK (must be 4yr old before 9/1/11) State Funded 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

TUITION 

MWF 3 day       9:00 a.m.ñ1:00 p.m. 

Thurs 1 day       9:00 a.m.ñ1:00 p.m. 

MWF VPK  9:00 a.m.ñ2:00 p.m. 

Extended Care 1:00 p.m.ñ2:30 p.m. 
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Because we value the safety of every child, The Learning Cove & MMO has developed the 
following arrival and dismissal procedures.  We have an open-door policy and at no time 
will a parent be denied access to the facility, however the following procedures will help to 
ensure the safety of all children while in our care. 

 
Each parent or guardian is issued one prox card to gain entry in the Preschool Ministry facility. The 
prox cards only allow access into the doors located in the Preschool Lobby by Jonah and the Whale. 
The cost of the prox card is covered in the registration fee. You may purchase additional prox cards 
for $15.00 each. VPK parents are not issued a prox card, but may purchase one or more at the 
above fee. 

 
If someone else is picking up your child, notify the Director or Assistant Director with written consent. 
The person picking up your child must have photo identification and be listed on the registration form. 
 
Check-in: 
Parents can drop off their child at the door of the classroom. Refrain from walking into the classroom, 
as this can create disruption for the other children already present. This also makes for an easier 
transition with your child and limits separation anxiety.  
 
Pick-up: 
The childõs parent or guardian may pick the child up from the classroom. Wait at the door for the 
teacher to dismiss him/her.  
 
If someone other than the childõs parent or guardian is picking up, he/she must check in at the counter 
with an Assistant Director, have proper identification and be listed on the registration form.  

 
If at any time throughout the school year you would like to add or delete someone from your childõs 
pick-up list, please notify the Assistant Childcare Coordinator.  
 
*Please Note: Late charges are $1.00 per minute, beginning at 1:06 PM according to the preschool lobby 
clocks. 
 
Attendance:  
If a child misses three (3) or more times due to illness, adjustments in monthly tuition are made only 
with the written approval of the Preschool Minister/Director or the Learning Cove at Discovery Island 
Director. 

 
Withdrawal Policy: 
Removing your child from the program requires the following in its entirety, two weeks prior to your 
childõs last day: 

1. Turn in a written notice to the Childcare Coordinator or Assistant Childcare Coordinator.  
2. Turn in all prox cards. 
*We will not recognize a verbal notice.  

 
Refunds: 
Families choosing to withdraw from the program will not receive a refund for registration or tuition 
already paid. This includes first monthõs tuition to reserve a spot. This also includes current monthly 
tuition paid if a child exits the program mid-month.  

CHILD DROP- OFF AND PICK- UP PROCEDURES 
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Our curriculum utilizes a variety of resources to plan a fun-filled, Christ-centered 
curriculum with developmentally-appropriate practices. Each Bible story is selected from First 
Look and is coordinated to match our church services throughout the week.  
Our three-day preschool program also has an academic curriculum, which is divided into 
units or themes, and combined with a Bible story, letter, number, shape and color. Each 
teacher then develops her own activities based on the abilities of the children in the 
classroom.  
 
Both programs are interactive, hands-on, engaged learning where children will be taught 
social skills, as well as gross motor and fine motor skills. Children begin their day with 
centers, calendar time, and pledges. They have a music, movement, and designated art time 
built into their day. Children also have an opportunity to experience òWisdom Woodsó 
puppet theater for a time to sing praises to God and reiterate the biblical truths they have 
learned through Worship & Bible story time. 
 
VPK classes use The Investigator's Club by Beth Wise, which is a State Approved curriculum 
designed to meet all standards and domains in early child growth and developments. 
 

The Learning Cove assesses children in the three-day program as a measurement of progress 
to ensure children are learning and prospering. Pre-K4 children are evaluated at the 
beginning, middle, and end of the school year. Pre-K3 children are evaluated twice during 
the school year, and children two and under are monitored throughout (a formal evaluation 
is only done on an as needed basis if the teacher feels it is necessary and will benefit the 
child).  
 
Teachers will provide feedback on your childõs growth and development. Since this is a 
partnership and parents know their own childõs strengths and growth areas best, we 
encourage parents to communicate with teachers on a regular basis. Take the initiative to 
communicate with the teacher as to what you would like to know regarding your childõs day 
and progress.  
 
Suggested Questions: 

Was my child a good listener during circle time? 
Did he/she transition well between activities or from one area to another?  
Did he/she participate in all the activities? Did they complete activities? 
Did he/she share with their friends, use helping hands? 
Did he/she eat all their lunch? 
Did he/she answer any questions? 
Did he/she have good manners? 
Did he/she demonstrate self control; sit still for an age-appropriate time? 

Our teachers have the required DCF training, CDA or Bachelors Degree, and are CPR 
certified, but are not specifically trained to teach children with special needs.  If our staff 
and/or facility is not equipped to best accommodate your child and we feel his/her needs 
are not being met appropriately, we reserve the right to deny service and recommend 
another program better suited for your child.    

CURRICULUM  

CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

ASSESSMENTS  
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9:00-9:15    Welcome/Morning Centers 
 
9:15-9:30    Prayer, Job Chart, Pledges 
     and Calendar 
 
9:30-9:45    Movement/Music 
 
9:45-10:00    Hands-On Learning Activities 
 
10:00-10:15    Bathroom/Story Time 
 
10:15-10:45    Outside Playground 
 

10:45-11:00    Transition inside, Wash   
                                                    Hands, and Pray 
 
11:00-11:30    Lunch 
 
11:30-11:45    Bible Story 
 
11:45-12:00    Art 
 
12:00-12:15    Circle Time 
 
12:15-12:45    Hands-On Learning Activities 
 
12:45-1:00    Centers 

SAMPLE DAILY SCHEDULE 

CLASSROOM RATIOS  
We are committed to offering quality care. As part of that 
commitment, we strive to maintain low ratios, and will not exceed 
state guidelines. We consider the regulations as well as room 
space, to establish the following guidelines. Ratios are subject to 
change without notification.  

AGE Student:Teacher  

Infants 3:1                              8:2 

Toddlers 5:1                            10:2 

Super Toddlers 6:1                            10:2 

Twos 8:1                            10:2 

Threes 10:1                          12:2 

Pre-K 12:1 

VPK 11:1 
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The Preschool is blessed to have playgrounds for all 
ages, including four indoor play pods, a two-story 
indoor play area with slides and ball pits, and two 
outdoor playgrounds. Weather permitting, all 
children have a minimum 20-30 minute daily outside 
time. 
 
Teachers follow a predetermined schedule that 
coordinates with at least one other classroom, 
sending them to the playground most age 
appropriate.  

 
Toys and other items from home are not permitted in the The Learning Cove Preschool  
classrooms, as this potentially creates disharmony among friends. If left at home, the    
item(s) will stay safe and not cause conflict.  
 
Some teachers have òShow and Tell.ó Those items are permitted as directed by the 
teacher, but are to be placed in a shopping bag and will be incorporated during show 
and tell time only.  
Movies are only viewed as a special event and must correlate with the curriculum. Movies  
may not be brought from home.  
 

 
In addition to the playground, teachers often take classes 
on walks, use sidewalk chalk, play facilitated outdoor 
games, or take them for a buggy ride.   
Teachers take a radio and first-aid kit with them when 
leaving the classroom. Schedules also dictate which 

playground is to be used based on developmental appropriateness, and two classes are 
scheduled at the same time on the playground for more supervision. Wagons/quad 
strollers, and buggies are used to take toddlers and infants outdoors to enjoy the fresh air 
and a change of scenery, or to catch a quick nap! 

As a special celebration of your childõs birthday we encourage parents to set aside time 
to spend with your child in search of a special book that can be donated to his/her 
classroom in honor of his/her birthday.  To make the occasion even more memorable, 
please plan on taking time to read your selected book to your childõs class the day of his/
her birthday celebration.  What a wonderful way to make a memory!  This can be done 
in lieu of a traditional cupcake or cake celebration. 

PLAYGROUNDS 

  BEACH TROLLEYS 

TOYS AND ACCESSORIES 

BIRTHDAY BOOKS 
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W  
e promote healthy choices encompassing all 
facets of life, spiritually, socially, 
academically and physically. Did you know 

that research links proper nutrition to behavioral and 
academic success? We take lunch time to teach children how to 
identify healthy grow foods and why they are so important.  
By Pre-K, students know which foods in their lunch box are 
healthy and will actually choose those first to eat without 
being prompted by their teacher.  
 
We are aiming to see each child have a well-balanced meal of fruit, vegetables, and 
protein, and would love to see the children drinking water.  
 

Please keep in mind that we are unable to microwave or heat up food. 
 
Below are some suggestions and healthy ideas when packing lunch.  Some suggestions  
came from www.parents.com: 
 

Try using bagels, rolls, pita pockets, English muffins, raisin, whole wheat or 
multigrain bread instead of white bread.  
Roll up slices of deli meat or make shapes out of them from cookie cutters (even 
the letter, shape or # of the week is fun) and skip the bread all together.  
Luncheon meats, such as lean cuts of ham, roast beef, or turkey are good 
sources of protein. Use thick slices of meat instead of thin ones and make sure 
they are low in fat (under 95%). 
Chicken, tuna, and egg salads are great sources of protein (just light on the 
mayonnaise).  
Peanut butter is also a good source of protein and is obviously great with an all 
fruit or low-sugar jelly. Peanut Butter can also be used on the side with pretzels, 
apple slices, or celery. Kids usually love to dip! *Please first check with your 
childõs teacher to see if any classmates have a peanut allergy before 
packing peanut products. 
Sliced cucumbers, green peppers, broccoli and carrots. Teachers actually did a 
taste test with cucumbers and green peppers during green week and 
surprisingly they were a big hit. Again, adding a side of light ranch dressing as 
a dip or a light sour cream based chip dip can make all the difference.  
Go veggie. Look in the organic section of the grocery store. Often you can find 
completely vegetable chips! Also, some frozen veggie burgers and soy chicken 
patties are surprisingly yummy. 
Substitute gold fish or pretzels for potato chips, Doritos, or Cheetoes, or even 
buy the baked kind instead.  
Apples, grapes, blueberries, strawberries, oranges, Bing cherries, kiwi, 
bananas, watermelon, cantaloupe (one canõt go wrong with including a portion 
of a fresh fruit in the lunch box). This usually is a big hit with kids and satisfies 
their sweet tooth.  
Whole wheat or multigrain pasta (comes in all different shapes and sizes which 
can be fun). This cooked ahead of time in water or chicken broth is great with a 
little olive oil and garlic added; maybe even a spatter of parmesan cheese. 
Soy yogurt or natural cheese.  

FOOD IN THE PRESCHOOL 

http://www.parents.com/
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Do not send candy, doughnuts, sticky buns, cupcakes, etc. in your childõs lunch box. 
While sweets can be good in moderation, we would like to reserve those foods for 
home where parents can supervise. This way too, if all the kids are eating healthy, 
itõs a team effort and a great support system. 
 
Do not send cupcakes, brownies, candy, cookies, or cake in recognition of your 
childõs birthday. You may send healthier alternatives, such as frozen yogurt with fruit 
toppings or carobs, or jello. Also, please do not send food that needs to be heated.  
 
As stated before, we believe nutrition is a vital ingredient in a childõs growth and 
development, and is critical in determining behavioral choices. We encourage parents to 
make sure children eat a healthy breakfast and are mindful of the foods selected for 

lunch. This will assist in making sure your child has a successful day.  
 
Your child will also learn how to open his/her lunchbox and all containers included, and 
pick up at the end of lunch.  
 
Make sure to label all of your childõs belongings, including plastic containers inside 
the lunch boxes so they can be returned to the rightful owner at the end of lunch.  
 
Include utensils, napkins, and any other items your child may need.  
 
*Parents have the responsibility to notify staff and teachers of food allergies at the time of 
registration and again at drop off on the first day.  Especially if an allergy is life threatening, 
please make sure to let us know so we can inform the other parents in the classroom that a 
student has a food allergy and not to pack certain types of food.  
 
Below is a sample of  a notice you may find sent home if one of the children in the 
classroom has an allergy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

We appreciate your support, and look forward to healthy eating! 

FOOD IN THE PRESCHOOL 

ALLERGY ALERT 
Please be aware one of your 

childõs classmates has a life 

threatening  

allergy to PEANUTS.  
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A  
ll team members are required to complete required documentation, which 
include local and state background checks. No one is to work until his/her 
local law enforcement fingerprints are run through the FBI and his/her drug 

test returns clean. No one under the age of 18 is allowed to teach by him/her self in a 
classroom.  
 
Teachers are trained to keep the environment safe and clean.  
 
Teachers wear disposable gloves during diaper changes and bathroom use. Changing 
pads are thoroughly cleaned between each use. 
 
Childrenõs hands are washed as needed. Every child is required to wash hands or have 
his/her hands washed before and after eating or using the restroom. 
 
Names of cleaners used in the classroom: 

Dimension, Clockwork, and Breakdown XC   
 
 
 
 

Children who are toilet training should have 1-2 changes of clothes, 
including an extra pair of shoes. Our desire is to work as a team when 
your child is undergoing toilet training. If a child is having multiple 

accidents, we request the child to wear pull-ups or plastic pants over his/her underwear. 
This is a health issue as other children sit and play on the floor with PSM equipment. We 
do ask that all children be toilet trained by their fourth birthday. 
 
Please supply pull-ups for emergencies.  
 

 
 
Fire and emergency evacuation routes are posted in each room. Every 
infant and toddler room has at least one crib with evacuation casters. In 
the event of a fire drill or emergency, the infants  under two years are 

placed in these cribs at six per crib and wheeled outside to a designated 
area. Toddlers, two- three, and four-year-olds will have a knotted rope 
for each child to hold onto and will proceed with the fire drill in an 
orderly manner. The teacher will take the sign-in sheet and will count the children as they 
evacuate, and again when they get to their designated meeting area. At no time can a 
parent pick up or drop off their child during a fire drill. They must wait until the children 
are back in the rooms and a head count has been taken. 

CLEAN AND SAFE ENVIRONMNET 

TOILET TRAINING 

FIRE DRILL AND EMERGENCY EVACUATION  
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The Learning Cove at Discovery Island desires to provide a safe, clean and healthy 
environment for children. Itõs a beautiful sight when children share, but letõs make sure 
theyõre not sharing illness. Children with any of the following symptoms will not be 
accepted in the preschool area. Parents will be asked to keep their child with them or will 
be called to pick them up if any of the following are 
occurring or have occurred within the past 24 hours:  
 

1. Fever/vomiting 

2. Discharge in or around the eyes 

3. Green or yellow runny nose 

4. Excessive coughing 

5. Diarrhea (two loose stools within one hour) 

6. Questionable rash 

7. Any communicable disease 

8. Head lice 
 
If a child becomes ill while in the classroom, the Childcare 
Coordinator or Assistant Childcare Coordinator will contact 
the parent to take the child home for his/her own comfort 
and health. Parents are to keep the child out of the 
program for at least 24 hours until symptoms have cleared, or a doctorõs note is provided. 
 
Under no circumstances do we administer medication to children, even if asked to do so 
by a parent. 
 
 

ILLNESS AND INJURY POLICIES 

ACCIDENT/I NCIDENT REPORT 

Parents are asked to sign an incident/accident report form 
when anything òout of the ordinaryó occurs.  This includes, 
but is not limited to, things like:  bites, bumps, trips, pushing 
by a friend, anything that leaves a mark, anytime a child 
was scared or upset for any reason.   

 
Habitual breaking of classroom rules also warrants a Report Form being completed.  
Report Forms should be signed by the teacher, the Childcare Coordinator or Assistant 
Childcare Coordinator, as well as the parent.  The top copy of the completed report is 
kept for The Learning Cove/Preschool Ministry Director to view and follow-up if 
necessary, and to keep on file. Parents keep the yellow copy.   
 
To protect privacy, any children other than your own involved in the incident should not be 
named on the report ð this report is in part of keeping a safe environment in the Preschool 
and is our means of communicating with the parent. 
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Why do children bite? 
Children bite for a variety of reasons, the simple oral sensory exploration of things. 
Children put almost everything in their mouths. Biting happens when children feel 
crowded, want to be noticed, or when they desire to obtain something, like a toy. The lack 
of communication skills can also cause young ones to bite. For some children, biting has 
become a learned behavior and they realize that biting does, in fact, get them what they 
want, attention or a toy.  
 
How does The Learning Cove handle biting?  
 
First Things First 
Until all is calm again, the biter is separated from  the rest of the group, and the Assistant 
Childcare Coordinator is contacted via radio.  
 
The injured child is immediately treated, offered comfort and first aid if needed.   The 
child who is bitten is removed from the area and talked to calmly by the teacher about 
what is going to happen (òweõll wash off your boo-booó).  Even if the bite did not break 
the skin, the area is cleansed with antiseptic, along with a bandage and cold compress if 
necessary.   If the childõs skin is broken, parents are contacted and encouraged to call 
their pediatrician. 
 
Once the child who was bitten is calm and has been treated, he/she is reintroduced to the 
group, and the teacher completes an incident report to be signed by the Childcare 
Coordinator or Assistant Childcare Coordinator and then a parent.  
 
Helping the Biter 
If you find that your child is the one who bit and are asked to sign an incident report, 
please remember that toddlers use their mouths for a great deal of exploration.   
 
After the teacher has separated the child who bit from the group, she will then try to help 
him/her understand what happened.  òTimmy, your teeth hurt Jasmine.  Teeth are for 
eating.  I canõt let you bite Jasmine. I know you wanted the toy, but use your words.ó  The 
teacher will then have the biter ask forgiveness.  
 
After the Bite 
A parent both of the child who bit and who was bitten is notified at pick-up and asked to 
sign incident reports. Privacy is of the utmost importance in behavioral matters and we all 
make sad choices now and again. Therefore we will not release the name of the friend 
who made a sad choice to anyone other then the parent of that child. Please do not ask, 
òWho bit my child?ó Trust the team to intervene during situations such as these to redirect, 

and teach how to interact with other children as part of the learning experience and 
social skills curriculum we offer. Teachers are trained how to best handle these incidents. 
Any parental concerns should be directed to the Director via appointment or email.  
 
Biting Policy 
1st & 2nd Offense Verbal warning & parents notified 
3rd Offense  Conference with parents 
4th Offense  2-week suspension, then returns with a clean slate 

BITING 
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What is Discipline? 
First, it is imperative to understand that òdisciplineó at any age is NOT òpunishment for 
bad behavior.ó  Instead, the very word discipline means òteachingó ð the very kind of 
teaching Jesus did with the disciples!  Discipline is a door of opportunity to teach children 
appropriate ways to meet their needs.  Such teaching of these ways will be two-fold:  
First to immediately stop inappropriate behavior (behavior that might hurt a child, destroy 
materials, or disrupt the group); secondly, to help the child find another more appropriate 
way to behave. 
 
Discipline of any child in our care does not include any sort of negative physical touching 
(spanking, slapping, swatting, tapping, shaking, pulling, biting back, or the like).  It also 
NEVER includes ridicule, sarcasm, threats or withholding any sort of food or care from a 
child. 
 
What can you expect from us? 
The Learning Cove Team will be positive role models in manners, language, and tone of 
voice.   
 
We encourage communication between parents and teachers when working through a 
developmental stage that calls for more behavioral guidance and intervening than usual. 
  
Prevent Problems.   We work to set up and maintain a safe environment that allows 

children to explore within parameters. We stick to a structured schedule to try to 
prevent or help alleviate behavioral issues that arise when children are given free 
reign.  

 
Conflict Resolution.  We work to explain and teach the children the correct choice and 
why we canõt do something as opposed to just using the word òno.ó We work hard at 
teaching conflict resolution and think this is a valuable life-long skill that children can 
start learning at the age of two. We talk to each child and have them reenact the 
situation using the right words and actions based on what God would want us to do. 
Each child learns to apologize and to accept forgiveness.  

 
Setting Clear Limits.  Every teacher has a set of classroom rules they review with their 

children and a set of consequences if those rules are not followed. For instance, some 
teachers use green light, yellow light, red light, while others use cards. This affects 
their opportunity to earn stars or how often they get to go to the treasure box. We 
encourage every parent to ask his/her childõs teacher for a copy of the guidelines and 
the consequences.  

 
Redirection & Positive Reinforcement. We strive to be proactive in redirecting a childõs 

behavior and by using positive reinforcement to encourage happy choices as opposed 
to focusing on the sad choices.  

 
Discipline procedure 
1st offense Redirect unacceptable behavior 
2nd offense Redirect unacceptable behavior & verbal warning 
3rd offense Removed from activity/set out within classroom/move colors 
4th offense Sent to Assistant Childcare Coordinator with note or phone call to parent 

DISCIPLINE IN THE LEARNING COVE 
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Is there a Lost and Found? 

Yes, the Lost and Found is located in the Preschool Ministry Lobby (aka: Jonah & The 
Whale Room) behind the counter. 

 

What do I need to do if my child is going to be absent? 

If you know ahead of time, notify the teacher. If your child is sick, please leave a 
voicemail for the Director or Assistant Childcare Coordinator to notify the teacher at 
790.0306 or 936.4880 x1214. 

 

Will my child receive snacks during the day in addition to lunch? 
The one/two year old rooms will receive snack if the need arises. Older classes do 
not receive a snack unless it is a special event, celebration, or edible craft as 
indicated in the curriculum.  
 

What if I forget to pack my child a lunch? 
It is the parentsõ responsibility to make sure a lunch is provided for his/her child.  

 

Will my child get a nap during the day? 
In the event that we have an infant room (birth-12 mo.) in our Thursday program, 
children nap as directed by parentsõ or needs of children. We do not give children 
one year of age and older a nap.  

 
Is there clothing available for children who have an accident? 

It is the responsibility of the parent to send an extra change of clothes in case of an 
emergency. This includes older children who may spill food on their clothes during 
lunch, paint during art, or dirt and water from outside activities.  

 
Do I need to purchase additional school supplies for the year? 

All supplies, including paint smocks are covered in your registration/resource fee. We 
may solicit donations for special events and/or missions projects.   
We do ask our VPK parents to partner with us to purchase supplies for their class if 
they are able. A list of those supplies is included in the letter the parents receive at 
the beginning of the VPK year. 

 
Does the team have people on staff who are CPR/First Aid certified? 

Yes! 
 

Is there a penalty for paying early or can I pay more than one month at a time? 
    No, there is not a penalty for paying in advance, and yes, parents may pay more 
    than one month at a time, but there is not a discount for doing so.  
 
Is there a discount for multiple children in the program? 
    No, we do not offer discounts for multiple children.  

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
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Try using bagels, rolls, pita pockets, English muffins, raisin, whole wheat or multigrain bread 
instead of white bread.  
Roll up slices of deli meat or make shapes out of them from cookie cutters (even the letter, shape 
or # of the week is fun) and skip the bread all together.  
Luncheon meats, such as lean cuts of ham, roast beef, or turkey are good sources of protein. Use 
thick slices of meat instead of thin ones and make sure they are low in fat (under 95%). 
Chicken, tuna, and egg salads are great sources of protein (just light on the mayonnaise).  
Peanut butter is also a good source of protein and is obviously great with an all fruit or low sugar 
jelly. Peanut Butter can also be used on the side with pretzels, apple slices, or celery. Kids usually 
love to dip! *Please first check with your childõs teacher to see if any classmates have a 
peanut allergy before packing peanut products. 
Sliced cucumbers, green peppers, broccoli and carrots. Teachers actually did a taste test with 
cucumbers and green peppers during green week and surprisingly they were a big hit. Again, 
adding a side of light ranch dressing as a dip or a light sour cream based chip dip can make all 
the difference.  

Go veggie. Look in the organic section of the grocery store. Often you can find completely 
vegetable chips! Also, some frozen veggie burgers and soy chicken patties are surprisingly 
yummy. 
Substitute gold fish or pretzels for potato chips, Doritos, or Cheetoes, or even buy the baked kind 
instead.  
Apples, graps, blueberries, strawberries, oranges, Bing cherries, kiwi, bananas, watermelon, 
cantaloupe (one canõt go wrong with including a portion of a fresh fruit in the lunch box). This 
usually is a big hit with kids and satisfies their sweet tooth.  
Whole wheat or multigrain pasta (comes in all different shapes and sizes which can be fun). This 
cooked ahead of time in water or chicken broth is great with a little olive oil and garlic added; 
maybe even a spatter of parmesan cheese. 
Soy yogurt or natural cheese.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Learning Cove 

At Discovery Island 


